Dessein
The variant of Confucianism that had been elevated to the status of state orthodoxy in 136 BCE was an interpretation of the early doctrine that was highly influenced by numerological and 'Daoist' concepts.4 This highly syncretistic from of Confucianism was called Jin wen jia 今文家 (New Text School Confucianism). 5 The importance of this peculiar type of Confucianism as orthodoxy for the development of Buddhism in China is twofold. A first element of importance is that this doctrine developed to be a part of Chinese self-identification. By the time of the Zhou 周 dynasty (1046-256/221 BCE), a hierarchical feudal order headed by the 'Son of Heaven' (tianzi 天子) had developed in the central plains (zhongyuan 中原) along the Yellow River. This 'Son of Heaven' was thought to rule by divine mandate (tianming 天命). 6 When Confucianism was established as state doctrine, this Zhou concept of rulership was given a Confucian interpretation: the now Confucian rule was seen as a divine undertaking, and 'governing' was interpreted as 'maintaining the harmonious order between Heaven, Man and Earth' .7 This is clear from the explanation of the character for 'wang' 王, 'ruler' (generally translated as 'king') given in Xu Shen's 許慎 (ca. 58-ca. 147) Shuo wen jie zi 說文解字, the oldest extant etymological dictionary of the Chinese language, dated 100 CE. Here we read that, according to Dong Zhongshu who had been a major exponent of the development of New Text School Confucianism, it is so that "when depictions (wen 文) were created in olden [times], three strokes that were connected through the middle were called wang. The three are Heaven, Earth and Man, and the one who connects them is the 'ruler' (wang)".8 This concept also
